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SUB J : PRESIDENT SAYEM'S SPEECH HIGHLIGHT OF HOLIDAY PERIOD 

1. DESPITE FEARS THAT DISSIDENTS WOULD CAUSE TROUBLE OVER 
THE FOUR DAY EID-UL-AZHA AOD NATIONAL DAY HOLIDAY, THE PERIOD 
FROM DZCEMBER 13 TO 16 PASSED WITHOUT PUBLIC INCIDENT. THUS 
THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE LONG, QUIET WEEKEND WAS PRESIDENT SAYEM'S 
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ADDRESS TO THE NATION DECEMBER 15, A BRIEF SPEECH WHICH REITERATED 
THE POLICIES ESTABLISHED BY THE MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION AND 
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REVIEWED STEPS TAKEN TO IMPROVE THE ADMINISTRATION AND ECONOMY 
OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. PRESIDENT SAYEM STRESSED ONCE MORE THAT HIS IS AN -INTERIM", 
"NON-POLITICAL" AND "NEUTRAL" GOVERNMENT DEDICATED TO IMPROVING 
THE LAW AND ORDER SITUATION AND TRANSFERRING POWER THROUGH 
GENERAL ELECTIONS TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE. HE 
PRAISED THE SECURITY FORCES FOR DISCHARGING "THEIR DUTIES WITH 
ADMIRABLE DEDICATION AND FIARPLAY" IN MATTERS OF DEFENSE, LAW 
AND ORDER, AND THE ERADICATION OF CORRUPTION. STATING THAT A 
MAIOR AIM OF THE GOVERNMENT WAS TO "INTRODUCE DYNAMISM IN 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES", SAYEM SIAD THA PRIORITY WAS BEING 
GIVEN TO AGRICULTURE THROUGH THE SWANIRVAR (SELF-RELIANT) 
PROGRAM AND THE FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAM. HE ALSO MENTIONED 
EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF THE NATIONALIZED INDUSTRIES 
AND TO ENCOURAGE PRIVATE INVESTMENT. IF THE STANDARD OF LIVING 

IS TO BE IMPROVED, SAYEM SAID. "IT IS INDISPENSABLE THAT THE 
GROWTH OF POPULATION SHOULD BE LIMITED." 

3. TURNING TO FOREIGN AFFAIRS, PRESIDENT SAYEM REPEATED 
BANGLADESH’S COMMITMENT TO A NON-ALIGNED FOREIGN POLICY 
"BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY. RESPECT FOR MUTUAL 
SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN EACH OTHER'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS." SAYING THAT BANGLADESH 
HAD MADE "NOTABLE PROGRESS IN THE FIELD OF FOREIGN POLICY, 

THE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR CITED 
AGREEMENTS TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SAUDI 
ARABIA, PAKISTAN AND CHINA. AS THE THE SUBCONTINENT, 

SAYEM SAID BANGLADESH HAS CONTINUED EFFORTS TO CONSOLIDATE 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE COUNTRIES OF THE SUBCONTINENT 
AND IN SOUTH EAST ASIA AND WOULD CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS 
"STILT. MORE VIGOROUSLY TO STRENGTHEN" RELATIONS WITH 
COUNTRIES OF THE SUBCONTINENT IN PARTICULAR. SAYEM SAID 
"WE HAVE ALREADY ACHIEVED SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THIS 
REGARD." 

4. TEXT OF SPEECH WILL BE POUCHED. 

CHESLAW 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 DACCA 06206 171315Z 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPEECHES, FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRH 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DACCA06206 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750438-0830 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 233/aaaabclf. tel 

Line Count: 105 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <25 AUG 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT SAYEM'S SPEECH HIGHLIGHT OF HOLIDAY PERIOD 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, PFOR, BG, (SAYEM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



